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INTRODUCTION
Now that you’ve met the two disciples who walked with Jesus, let’s read about them in our text.
Turn to Luke 24 and we’ll start reading in verse 13:
Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven
miles from Jerusalem. They were talking with each other about everything that had
happened . As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came
up and walked along with them: but they were kept from recognizing him. He asked
them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?” They stood still, their faces
downcast. One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only one living in
Jerusalem who doesn’t know the things that have happened there in these days?” “What
things?” He asked.
“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed
before God and all the people. The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be
sentenced to death, and they crucified him; but we had hoped that he was the one who
was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place.
In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning but
didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who
said he was alive. Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the
women had said, but him they did not see.”
He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the
prophets have spoken! Did not the Christ have to suffer and these things and then enter
his glory? And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what
was said in all the scriptures concerning himself.
As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he were going
farther. But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is
almost over.” So he went in to stay with them.
When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to
give it to them. Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he
disappeared from their sight. They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within
us while he talked with us on the road and opened the scriptures to us?”
They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those
with them, assembled together and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has
appeared to Simon.” Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus
was recognized by them when he broke the bread.
With apologies to Willie Nelson, this message is entitled “On the Road with Him”...just can’t
wait to get on the road with Him! These two disciples learned a great deal when they were on the
road with Jesus, and if you’ll walk with Jesus, you’ll learn a lot as well. They experienced the
full range of human emotions. They had broken hearts, blinded hearts, and then burning hearts.
What is the condition of your heart? Have you got a
I. BROKEN HEART? ON THE ROAD OF DESPAIR, JESUS WILL WALK WITH YOU.
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Cleopas and his companion were so discouraged you can almost hear them dragging their feet as
they shuffled along in sadness. Then a stranger slipped up to walk with them–but they didn’t
recognize he was Jesus. It’s easy to detect the despair in their comments. They spoke about Jesus
in the past tense: “He was a prophet. He was handed over. He was crucified. We had hoped he
would be the one.” Their dreams were shattered and their hopes cruelly crushed.
When you lose hope you know you are traveling on the road to despair. Hope is a fragile
commodity and when it is lost, it is hard to find again. Some of you are walking on the road to
despair right now. You have lost hope for your marriage, or you’ve lost hope for your dreams, or
you’ve lost hope for your children, or you’ve lost hope for your health, or the health of someone
you love. You could say, “I had hoped–but it didn’t happen.”
When you travel the road of despair, there is someone who wants to walk with you. His name is
Jesus. He doesn’t offer you a religion–He offers you something much more valuable. Jesus offers
you a relationship with Him. He wants to walk with you and talk with you.
Do you know why God created mankind? He wanted to have some people with whom He could
relate–somebody He could talk to and walk with. In Genesis we read after God created man and
woman, He walked with them in the garden of Eden in the cool of the evening. He wanted to
have a fellowship with them. After they disobeyed God’s orders, their sin ruined that fellowship.
On the evening they sinned, God came walking through the Garden and Adam and Eve hid from
Him. In Genesis 3: 9 God asked the first question recorded in the Bible. “Where are you?” He
knew where they were, He just wanted them to admit why they were hiding. At that point, they
fell out of their relationship with God. Since that time, God has been bringing men and women
back into a right relationship with Him. He still wants to walk with you and talk with you on a
daily basis. But some people are still hiding from God.
I love the funny story about the country pastor who used to visit the widow Jones around lunch
time because she had a wonderful vegetable garden and she always fed him lunch. One day the
pastor arrived at Mrs. Jones house and walked through the garden calling her name. “Mrs. Jones,
where are you? Mrs. Jones?” He walked through the tomatoes, pole beans, and squash, but he
couldn’t find her. He knocked on the back door and there was no answer, so he left his card. On
his card he wrote, “Revelation 3:20.” That verse says, “Behold I stand at the door and knock. If
anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I’ll come in and eat with them.” He thought that was
pretty cute. What he didn’t know is Mrs. Jones was there all along. She had come in from the
garden and taken off her clothes to take a bath just as the pastor arrived. She was so embarrassed
she just didn’t answer him. When she read his card she smiled. That Sunday she handed the
pastor her card with the scripture reference “Genesis 3:10” written on it. When the pastor looked
it up he read, “I heard your voice in the garden, but I was afraid because I was naked, so I hid
myself.” She got him good!
You don’t have to hide from God. Jesus wants to walk with you and give you fellowship and
friendship–even when you’re walking on the road of despair. You’ve got to quit hiding in the
darkness of your sin, though. I John 1:7 says, “If we walk in the light as He is in the light we
have fellowship with one another; and the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, purifies us from all
sin.”
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One of our old hymns expresses this idea of being able to walk with God. The title of it is “In the
Garden.” One verse says, “He speaks, and the sound of his name; is so sweet the birds hush their
singing. And the melody that he brings to me, within my heart is ringing. And he walks with me
and he talks with me; and he tells me I am his own; and the joy we share as we tarry there; none
other has ever known.” The most exciting truth in the universe is there is a living God who loves
you and you can know Him personally–you can walk with Him. It’s possible to have a
relationship with Him.
There’s a man in the Old Testament named Enoch. The Bible says, “And Enoch walked with
God; and he was no more, because God took him away.” (Genesis 5:24). For someone who
walks with God, death is merely a brief moment of being transported into the presence of God.
As one little child explained that verse he said, “Enoch and God were walking and talking and
having such a good time that when it got close to sundown God said, ‘Enoch, we’re closer to my
house than yours, why don’t you come home with me?’” And Enoch was no more because God
took Him. For someone who walks with God, death is not a period–it’s a comma. It’s only a
brief moment of changing locations. Do you have a sense of walking with God like that? You
can. That’s the first thing you learn on the road with Him. But maybe your heart isn’t broken.
Instead do you have a:
II. BLINDED HEART? ON THE ROAD TO TRUTH, JESUS WILL OPEN YOUR EYES.
The two disciples thought the crucifixion meant Jesus was a failure. They assumed the cross was
a huge mistake, but Jesus showed them it was God’s heavenly mission. Jesus gently rebuked
them for their misunderstanding by saying, “How foolish you are and slow of heart to believe.”
(24:25) Their hearts and minds were blinded to the truth, so Jesus opened their eyes.
Are you seeking the truth–the whole truth, and nothing but the truth? I encourage you to keep
traveling on the road to truth–honestly investigate the truth. I believe Jesus will open your eyes
in the same way He opened the eyes of these two disciples. There are three basic truths Jesus
taught them–and that He wants to teach us:
(1) Jesus had to die for you to be forgiven
In verse 26 Jesus said, “Did not the Christ (Messiah) have to suffer in order to enter His glory?”
The two disciples considered the crucifixion to be a tragedy–and Jesus said it was God’s
triumph! The Messiah had to suffer and die. Every year on Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement,
the Jewish High Priest would sacrifice a spotless lamb–it couldn’t have any blemishes. Then he
would take the blood of that lamb and sprinkle it on the mercy seat within the Holy of Holies in
the temple–it was for the forgiveness of sins. The life of that lamb symbolized by it blood was to
be taken instead of their lives–the Lamb became their substitute for sin.
In the same way, on the Passover, Jesus was nailed to an old rugged cross. Huge spikes were
driven into his hands and feet. He was lifted up between heaven and earth to give His life as our
substitute for sin. That’s why John the Baptist pointed to Jesus and cried, “Behold, the Lamb of
God who takes away the sin of the world.” (John 1:29)
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In the cross we see the very best of God and we see the very worst of mankind. Dr. Ralph Earle
has written: “The cross was the world’s darkest hour because human hatred came to its fiercest
focus. It was the brightest hour because divine love came to its fullest flower. At the cross, all the
sins of the ages were placed on the heart of the sinless Son of God, as He became the substitute
for sinful humanity. This is the gospel, the greatest good news the world has ever heard.”
The reason I need Jesus to be my substitute is because I’m not a spotless lamb. My life is filled
with blemishes and mistakes. But Jesus lived a sinless life so even His judge was forced to say,
“I find no fault in Him.” Even the hardened Roman soldier who had probably crucified hundreds
of prisoners was forced to say, “Surely, this man was the Son of God.” Next, Jesus opened their
eyes to the truth that:
(2) All the Bible points to Jesus
As Jesus walked along He gave them a lesson on the entire Old Testament. It says in verse 27,
“And beginning with Moses (who wrote Genesis) and all the prophets, he explained to them
what was said in all the scriptures concerning himself.” The Bible can be a confusing, mystifying
book. Some people pick it up and start trying to read it and they get bogged down and give up.
The key to understanding all the Bible is to realize all the Bible points to Jesus.
The Old Testament says, “Someone is coming.” The Gospels say, “Someone has Come.” And
the epistles and Revelation say, “Someone is coming again!” I wish I could have walked along
and heard how Jesus explained how all the scriptures pointed to Him. If you know where to look,
you can find Jesus on every page of the Old Testament–which was completed about 400 years
before Jesus was born in Bethlehem.
In Genesis, Jesus is the Ram at Abraham’s altar; In Exodus, He’s the Passover Lamb, in
Leviticus, He’s the High Priest; In Numbers, He’s the cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night;
In Deuteronomy, He’s the city of our refuge; In Joshua, He’s the Scarlet Thread out Rahab’s
window; In Judges, He is our Judge; In Ruth, He’s our Kinsman Redeemer; In I and 2 Samuel
He’s the trusted Prophet; In Kings and Chronicles, He’s our reigning King; In Ezra, He’s the
faithful scribe; In Nehemiah, He’s the rebuilder of everything that is broken; In Esther, He’s the
Mordecai sitting faithful at the gate; In Job, He our Redeemer who ever lives; in Psalms, He is
my shepherd and I shall not want; In Proverbs and Ecclesiastes, He’s our wisdom; and in the
Song of Solomon, He’s the beautiful bridegroom; In Isaiah, He’s the suffering servant; In
Jeremiah and Lamentations it is Jesus that is the weeping prophet; In Ezekiel, He’s the wonderful
four-faced man; In Daniel, He’s the fourth man in the midst of the fiery furnace; In Hosea, He is
my love that is forever faithful; in Joel, He baptizes us in the Holy Spirit, in Amos He’s our
Burden bearer; In Obadiah, our Savior, and in Jonah, He’s the great foreign missionary who
takes the word of God around the world; In Micah, He’s the messenger with the beautiful feet; in
Nahum, He’s the avenger, in Habakkuk, He’s the watchman that is ever praying for revival, in
Zephaniah, He’s the Lord, Mighty to save; In Haggai, He’s the restorer of our lost heritage; In
Zechariah, He’s our Fountain, and in Malachi, He is the Son of Righteousness risen with healing
in His wings; Hallelujah–there is no other name but the name of Jesus!
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The third truth Jesus reveals to them was His identity. We learn that:
(3) You must invite Him into your life to really see Him
When they came to Emmaus, the two disciples invited Jesus into their home for dinner. He didn’t
force His way into their home, or demand He be fed–Jesus is a gentleman. He wants you to
invite Him into your life and home as well. But He wants to be more than just an occasional
guest in your life. He wants to be your Lord. Jesus entered the home as the guest, but then we see
He is the one breaking the bread–that was the task of the host. Here’s the spiritual lesson: Jesus
will enter your heart as a guest, but He wants to become the Host–the Lord–of your life.
As Jesus was breaking the bread, the two disciples’ eyes were opened and they suddenly
recognized Jesus. In 1620, the great Spanish artist Diego Velasquez painted the Supper of
Emmaus. He has captured the moment in which the two disciples recognize Jesus. The smaller
disciple with his back to us is almost falling off the bench in surprise. The larger one facing us is
pointing at Jesus. You can see the nail print in Jesus’ hand. Perhaps they recognized Jesus when
they saw the nail scars. Or perhaps it was the way He broke the bread. Surely those were hints,
but the scripture simply says their eyes were opened. In a flash of revelation, Jesus revealed
Himself to them.
It’s possible for you to spend much of your life without really seeing Jesus, and then in an instant
of divine revelation, you see Him! I don’t mean with these eyes–you see Him with your eyes of
faith. How do you know if you’ve seen Him? You’ll have a heart on fire. Do you have a:
III. BURNING HEART? ON THE ROAD OF REJOICING, YOU CAN’T BE SILENT!
As soon as they recognized Jesus, poof! He disappeared from their sight–vanished without a
trace. Notice what they said in verse 32. “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked
with us?” There is a physical discomfort we call heartburn–and you can take Tums or Rolaids for
that. But there is a spiritual heart burn that is a wonderful experience. The two disciples were so
fired up they got up and returned to Jerusalem–seven miles. It’s uphill in that direction, but I can
imagine they literally ran. What had been a road of despair was now a road of rejoicing. When
they found the eleven disciples, they couldn’t keep silent. “It’s true! We’ve seen the Lord! He is
ALIVE!” And there was celebration on the first Easter evening–and we’ve been celebrating ever
since! Their hearts were on fire. The spark from one heart ignited the hearts of others. Since that
day, the good news has been spreading like wildfire all across this planet. Is you heart burning?
Like you, I was thrilled to see the rescue of the seven American prisoners of war last Sunday. I
can’t get one of the images out of my mind. Shoshana Johnson was part of the 507th Maintenance
Company ambushed on March 23 near Nasiriyah, Iraq. When news of her rescue reached her
parents in El Paso, the celebration began. I watched on the news as Kenneth Kruger, a family
friend, went to Shoshana’s parents’ home. Mr. Krueger grabbed Shoshana’s mother in a bear hug
and said, “Thank you, Jesus!” And they stood there and hugged and jumped up and down with
joy. They feared Shoshana daughter was dead, and now she was found alive–time to celebrate!
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That should be our attitude today. We should be hugging each other and jumping up and down
with joy saying, “He’s alive! He’s alive! Thank you, God, Jesus is alive!” When your heart is on
fire, you can’t stand still and you can’t stay silent.
It is the miracle of the resurrection that makes Jesus different that any other teacher who ever
walked on this planet. Mohammed didn’t rise from the dead, the Muslims visit his grave. Buddha
didn’t come back from the dead, and Confucius never suggested he would experience a
resurrection. But Jesus said, “Destroy this temple (His body) and in three days I will raise it up
again.” (John 1:19)
Consider this: What do the following men have in common? English journalist Frank Morrison;
writer Lew Wallace (author of Ben Hur); attorney Josh McDowell; and former Chicago Tribune
columnist Lee Strobel? These men, and many others, were all atheists who undertook an effort to
disprove Jesus’ resurrection. In the course of their study and research, they all became believers!
After investigating the resurrection, Josh McDowell wrote: “After more than 700 hours studying
this subject, I have come to the conclusion the resurrection of Jesus Christ is either one of the
most wicked, vicious, heartless hoaxes ever foisted on the minds of human beings–or it is the
most remarkable fact of history.”
In other words, you have two clear choices: If there was no resurrection of Jesus, then this book
is a lie, and this church is a joke, and the millions of followers of Jesus are fools. But if there
really was a resurrection, then your heart can be set on fire with this amazing truth. It will cause
you to literally jump with joy.
CONCLUSION
How’s your heart today? Is your heart broken? Are you on the road to despair? Why don’t you
let Jesus walk with you? Is your heart blinded to the truth about the Bible and Jesus? Why don’t
you let Jesus open your eyes? Are you a follower of Jesus, but you’ve allowed something to put
out the fire in your heart? We all need Jesus. We need Him because all of us have sinned and we
fall short of God’s requirement. That’s why religion or morality won’t get you into heaven–you
need a substitute.
If you don’t understand what salvation is, let me explain it in another way. Suppose God took me
to the first tee box of Hollytree Country Club and said, “David, you can know Me and go to
heaven if you can play 18 holes in 72 strokes or less–par golf.” I swallow hard because I’ve
never shot 72 at Hollytree–yet. But God’s requirement is absolute. Talk about pressure to
perform! But as I’m sweating it, God says, “There is another option. Here is Tiger Woods. If you
choose to give up your efforts, Tiger can play for you. He can be your substitute. I’ll consider his
score, your score.” Now, what would I do? “No thanks, God, I’ll just do my best.” I’d be a fool
not to accept that offer for a substitute. Some of you are saying, “But I have shot par golf
before!” God says, “For you, I require a hole-in-one on every hole.” Even Tiger couldn’t do that!
But Someone has scored an ace for you. Let’s look in the hole. Do you see it? The stone has
been rolled away–and it looks empty. There’s not a corpse there. But there is something there–
it’s called hope. And if you ever hope to enter heaven, you must allow Jesus to be your
substitute.
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I serve a risen Savior! He’s in the world today! I know He is living, whatever men may say. I see
His hand of mercy; I hear His voice of cheer; and just the time I need Him, He’s always near. He
lives! He lives! Christ Jesus lives today! He walks with me; He talks with me; along life’s
narrow way! He lives! He lives! Salvation to impart. You ask me how I know He lives? He lives
within my heart! And He can live in your heart, too!
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OUTLINE
I. BROKEN HEART? ON THE ROAD OF DESPAIR, JESUS WILL WALK WITH YOU.
II. BLINDED HEART? ON THE ROAD TO TRUTH, JESUS WILL OPEN YOUR EYES.
(1) Jesus had to die for you to be forgiven
(2) All the Bible points to Jesus
(3) You must invite Him into your life to really see Him
III. BURNING HEART? ON THE ROAD OF REJOICING, YOU CAN’T BE SILENT!
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DISCLAIMER: These messages are offered for your personal edification and
enrichment. There is no legal copyright on this material. I have used many
sources, and I have always attempted to cite any exact quotations. Any failure to
cite a quote is simply an oversight on my part.
If you are a preacher or teacher, I encourage you to use this material to stimulate
your own Spirit-driven imagination. Additional study beyond this material will
benefit both you and your listeners. You have my full permission to use any of
this material as long as you cite the source for any substantial amount used in
your message.
If you borrow the majority of a message or outline, I encourage you to simply
preface your remarks by saying something like: “Some (or “much” as the case
may be) of the ideas I’m sharing in this message came from a message by
Pastor David Dykes in Texas.” This simple citation may prevent any criticism
that may be directed toward you.
To put it in Texas terms, “You’re mighty welcome to use any and all of my
ingredients; just make your own chili!”
For the Joy…
Pastor David Dykes

